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1 TIM. VI. 3. 


Ad to the Dodrine which is 
according to Godlmeſs. 


{HE Apoſtle Paul well un- 
>} derſtood the doctrine of the 
goſpel, and its natural ten- 
dency to influence the lives 
of men; and was very much 
concerned for the honour and 
credit of it, that the converſations of pro- 
feſſors might be as became it, and that they 
would in all things adorn the doctrine of 
God their Saviour. He was very deſirous 
of inſtructing men of the meaneſt capa- 
cities, and in the loweſt ſituation of life; 
as ſervants, to behave agreeably to their 
maſters, that the name of God, and his 
dectrine, be not blaſphemed, ver. 1, 2. 
He charges Timothy to teach theſe things, 
and exhort men to their duty; and adds, 
ver. 3. If any man teach otherwiſe, and 
conſent not to wholeſome words, even the 
A 2 words 


1 The Doi Grace 7 from 


words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Aockrine which is according to godlineſi, be 
is proud, knowing nothing, &c. plainly in- 


timating, that the words of Chriſt, or the 4 
falvtary doctrines of the goſpel, perfectly C 
accord with practical podlineſ;, and that 1 
a diſſolute life and converſation is very 9 


diſagreeable to them. My view in reading 
| theſe words, is to ed the doctrine of 1 
x grace from the charge of licentiouſneſs, 1 
3 and to prove it to be a godly doctrine, and 

tending to godly edification; or that it is, 
— expreſſed | in the text, a deftrine according 
[ to godlineſs. The method I ſhall take in 
Treating on this eo po will be as fol # 
| s: | 4 


I. Iſhall n whar' is neceſſary in the 

| pPropoſition, That the doctrine of grace 

| | . i according to godlineſs. 

| II. Conſider the charge of licentiouſneſs, 

| which is brought againſt it, and the 

| nature of it. 

; III. Make ſome conceſſions concerning 

. the abuſe of the doctrine, by evil and 

| wicked men. And, 

; IV. Prove that the dodrine it ſelf is pure 
and innocent, and free from the impu- 
tation of lbertiniſm. 


* 


1. 1 mall explain what is neceſſary i in the 
propoktion _ 54 doctrine of grace 1s 
e accord- 


— — 6 —ä— 


lde Charge of Licentiouſneſs: 4. 

7 according to godlineſs. By the doctrine of 
grace, I mean that ſyſtem of evangelical 
truths which is commonly called Calvi- 
niftical ; as, that God has from all eternity 
choſen ſome of the human race unto ever- 
"A laſting ſalvation, by Jeſus Chriſt ; that he 
has made a covenant of grace with his Son 
on the behalf of the choſen ones, which is 
abſolute and unconditional ; that Chriſt in 
the fulneſs of time aſſumed human nature, 
ſuffered and died, to redeem a ſpecial and 
peculiar people to himſelf; that by bear- 
ing their fins, and all puniſhment due unto 
them, he has made full ſatisfaction to the 
, juſtice of God; that a ſinner's juſtification 
vo before God is only by the righteouſneſs of 
q Chriſt imputed to him, without any con- 
ſideration of works done by him; that God 
ſees no fin in his juſtified ones, ſo as to 
condemn them for it; that regeneration 
and converſion are by the powerful and 
efficacious grace of God; and that thoſe 

| who are effectually called by grace, ſhall 
perſevere to the end, and be eternally 
ſaved. This is the doctrine of the Bible, 
of the ſcriptures given by inſpiration of God, 
and which are profitable for doetrine *, for 
explaining, ſtating, - and defending this 
doctrine. This is the dactrine of Chriſt, 
which if a man brings not with him, who 
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2 2 Tim. iii. 16. 1 A 
pretends 
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6 TheDodrme of Grace clear d from 
pretends to be a preacher of the goſpel, he 
is not to be received, nor bid God ſpeed *. 
This is the doctrine of the Apoſtles © we are 
ſtedfaſtly to continue in and abide by, and 
is ſummarily comprized in that excellent 
chain of truths, hom he did foreknow, 
he alſo did predeſtinate, te be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the 
t- born among many brethren. Moreover, 
whom be did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; 
and whom he called, them be alſo juſtified 
and whom be juſtified, them he alſo glo- 
rified. 
By godlineſ; I underſtand not any par- 
ticular grace, or the exerciſe of it, which 
ſeems to be the ſenſe of the Apoſtle, when 
he ſays, © Add to patience godlineſs, and to 
godlineſs brotherly kindneſs; nor the whole 
of internal religion only, though that is 
che main and principal part of godlineſs, 
and is what an inſpired writer means, when 
he obſerves, that * bodily exerciſe profiteth 
little, but godlineſs is profitable unto all 
things; but by it J underſtand the whole 
of practical religion, both external and in- 
ternal, the exerciſe of every grace, and the 
diſcharge of every duty: Which is what 
the Apoſtle, deſigns, when he thus con- 
cludes, * Seezng then that all theſe things 


b 2 John , 10. © As ii. 42. 4 Rom. viii. 
20, 30. * 2 Pet. i. 6, 7. f 1 Tim. iv. 8. 


2 Pet. iii. 11. 
| ſhall 


_ - the Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 7 
ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of perſons 
ought ye to be, in' all holy converſation and 
godlineſs ? 

By the doctrine of grace being a godly 
doctrine, or a doctrine according to god- 
lineſs, I mean that godlineſs is the very 
life and ſoul of it; that it runs through 
every. part of it, and is breathed . by it; 
that it is the truth which is after godlineſs *; 
that there is a perfect harmony and agree- 
ment between them, the myſtery of Chriſt, 
of his perſon, and grace, being the great 
myſtery of godlineſs ; and that nothing more 
powerfully and effectually teaches and en- 
gages men to deny ungedlineſs, and worldly 
luſts, and to live ſoberly, rigbteouſiy, and 
godly, in this preſent evil world, than the 
doctrine of the grace of God, which briageth 
the news of free and unconditional /a. 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt, 


II. Though ſuch is the nature and ten- 
dency of the doctrine of grace, a charge is 
brought againſt it, as encouraging looſeneſs 
of life, and opening a door to libertiniſm; 
and 'tis urged, that if God has choſen ſome 
infallibly to ſalvation, and made a covenant 
with them in Chriſt, to give them grace 
and glory, in an abſolute and uncondi- 
tional way ; if Chriſt has redeemed them 


yt Wop Chap. ii, 11, 14, 
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$8 The Doctrine of Grace clear d from 
by his blood, and they are juſtified alone 
by his righteouſneſs, and being called by 
his grace ſhall never periſh; then they 
may live as they liſt, and take their whole 
ſwing of fin, ſince their ſtate is ſafe and 
unalterable. But this charge is no other 
than a ſuggeſtion of Satan, the reaſoning 
is borrowed from him, the argument is an 
ing of him; 'tis ſhaped according to his 
plan, and perfectly agrees with what he 
faid to our Lord, / thou be the Son of 
God, caſt thy ſelf down, for 1t is written, 
He ſhall give his angels charge concerning 
thee, and in thezr hands they ſhall bear thee 
up, left at any time thou daſh thy foot againſt 
a ſtone: Which is, as if he ſhould ſay, if this 
is the caſe, thou mayeſt do what thou wilt 
with thy ſelf, no damage can ariſe unto 
thee, no hurt can be done thee. More- 
over, Satan never more transforms him- 
ſelf into an angel of light, than when he 
ſets up for a preacher of holineſs, in op- 
ofition to the doctrine of grace; nor do 

his miniſters ever more act the ſame part, 
than when under the guiſe of minifters of 
righteouſneſs, or preachers of good works, 
they endeavour to undermine and ſap the 
foundations of goſpel-doctrine. This charge 
ſprings from malice and ignorance, and it. 
is hard to ſay which is the moſt predomi- 


* Mat. iv. 6. 
mant 


"ths Charge of Licentiouſhefs.. 9 
nant in it; the men that bring it, are, 25 
concerning the goſpel, enemies for our ſake”), 
and do às Diotrepbes did, prate againſt us 
with malicious words u; their carnal minds 
being enmity againſt: God, and whatſoever 
is fpiritually good, and being without any 
ſpiritual diſcerning of the things of the 
Spirit of God, they pronounce them fool- 

and ſpeak evil of the things they 
underftand:mor. The charge is falſe and 
groundteſs, and to be treated as mere 
flander and calumny, and muſt be rejected 
wir the utmoſt abhorrence and indig- 
nation, and ought to have no other anſwer 
than What the Apoſtle gives, #hat ſhall 


_ we ſay then, ſhall e continue in ſin, that 
grace mayiabound? God forbid. 


e all 
we hat are dend to fin; live any longer 
therein? However, this may ſerve ſome- 
what to relieve and alleviate our minds 
under this horrid and heavy charge, that 
it is no other than what was levelled againſt 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. The ſpiteful and 
ignorant Jews charged our Lord with be- 
ing an Antinomian, both in doctrine and 
practice; in doctrine, as appears from his 
vindicat ion of himſelf, * Think not that 
I am come to deſtroy the lam or the prophets; 
J am zot come to deſtroy, but to fulfil ; 
in practice, as is evident from thoſe words 


p | 1 Nom. xi. 28. yy John 10. 2 N. Roin. vi. 
i, 2, Mat. v. 17. c 
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10 The Doctrine of Grace clear'd from 
of his; » John came neitbern eating nor 
drinking, and they ſay be bath a devil; he 
is an unſociable man, he'll not be con- 
verſed with in any form: The Son of man 
came eating and drinking, and they ſay, 
behold, à man gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, 
a friend of publicans and ſinners; but, adds 
he, Wiſdom is juſtified of her children. 
And that the Apo/t/es of Chriſt were treated 
after this manner, is plain from what the 
Apoſtle Paul ſays, * And not rather, as we 
be flanderouſly reported, and as ſome affirm 
that we ſay, Let us do evil that good may 
come, whoſe damnation is juſt. All which 
ſhould confirm us in the doctrine of grace 
we hold and maintain as true, ſince the 
ſame objections are made unto it, as were 
to the doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. - 
III. It will be allowed, that the doctrine 
of grace may be, and has been abuſed by 
evil and wicked men. The Apoſtle Jude 
ſpeaks of ſome men in his days, who were 
turning the grace of God into laſctvioujneſs * : 
Where by the grace of God is not to;be un- 
derſtood the love and favour of God ſhed 
abroad in the heart by the Spirit; for that 
can never be turned to ſuch a purpoſe, it 
always working in a contrary way, as it 
did in David, © Thy loving-kindneſs, ſays he, 
. Chap. xi. 18, 75 . Kom. iii. 8. Jude, 
ver. 4. i Pfal. xxvi. 3, + | 


is 


* * 


the Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 11 


is before mine eyes, and I have walked in thy 
truth; nor the princi ple of grace wrought 
in the ſoul by a divine power, for that be- 
ing of a ſpiritual nature luſteth againſt the 
fleſh, and can never be turned into it; 
but by it is meant the doctrine of the goſpel, 
which though laſciviouſneſs is not in the 
nature of it, nor has it any natural ten- 
dency to it, yet wicked men wereriSeTte, 
transfer it from its original nature, deſign 
and uſe, to a foreign one: Juſt as unlearned 
and unſtable men, who have no ſpiritual 
underſtanding of the word of God, nor 
any ſcheme of truth conſiſtent with it, 
wreſt the ſcriptures to their own deſtruction. 
But then, as the ſcriptures are not to be 
thought the worſe of, becauſe of theſe 
mens wreſting them, ſo neither is the do- 
ctrine of grace a whit the leſs to be valued, 
becauſe it is abuſed by ill-diſpoſed men, 
Let the characters of the men that turn 
the grace of God into Jaſciviouſneſs, be 
enquired into; and firſt, they appear to be 
ungodly men, ace, men devoid of the 
fear and reverence of God, and devotion 
ro him ; who are not worſhippers of him, 
Now who are they that negle& the private 
and publick worſhip of God? Who are 
they that walk abroad in the fields on 
Lord's-days ? or take their horſes and ride, 


t 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
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12 The Dodlrine of Grace clear d from 


ſeeking... their own: pleaſure? Who are 


they that frequent raverns and publick 


— 5 when they ſhould be attending the 
houſe of God? Are theſe the men who 


are commonly called Caluiniſts, the aſſer- 


ters of the doctrine of grace? Should the 
examination be ſtrictly made, the above 
perſons will be found, if not to a man, yet 
by far the greateſt part, Armini ans, if ca- 


pable of giving any account of their reli- 


gious ſentiments. And ſecondly, the other 
part of their character looks with a dread- 
ful aſpect upon, and plainly paints out 
thoſe Who are on the other ſide of the que- 
ſtion, denying the only Lord God, — our 


Lord Feſus Ghrift, Who are the deniers of 
Chriſt's perſon, of his proper deity — | 


equality with the Father, of his plen 
ſatisfaction and expiatory ſacrifice, of his 
imputed righteouſneſs, and the efficacy of 
his blood? The deniers of theſe things are 
the men that turn the grace of God into 
laſciviouſneſs; either by aſſerting it to be 
a licentious doctrine, or by treating the 
* of ſpecial grace in a wanton and 
ludicrous manner, ſcoffing at it, and lam- 


pooning it; or by making the doctrine of 


grace univerſal, extending it equally alike 


to all mankind, and thereby harden and 


encourage men in ſin. 
Again: Be it ſo, that ſome who have 
notionally received and profeſſed the pure 
doCtrine 
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be Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 1.3 


doctrine of grace have abuſed it to vile 
purpoſes, the doctrine it {elf is not to be 
rejected on that account, but the abuſers 
of it. The beſt things in the world may 
be ill uſed by wicked men; yea, even the 
1 perfections and providences of God. Mercy 
„ is a perfection of the divine nature, and 
1 what God delights in: God is merciful, 
b and therefore ſays a profane finner, . I'll 
take my fill of fin, and doubt not, if I have 
but opportunity at laſt to ſay, Lord have 
mercy on me, all will be well. God is 
5 patient, long-ſuffering, bears with ſinners, 
3 and does not ſtir. up all his wrath imme» 
4 diately: What effect has this upon them? 
* Does it lead them to repentance? It ſhould 
9 do ſo: Bur they deſpiſe the riches of bis good- 

| neſs, and forbearance, and long-ſujfering ; 
not knawing that the goodneſs of God leadeth 
to repentance *. Yea, as the Apoſtle. Peter 
ſays”, and we have lived to ſee it verified, 
There ſball come in the laſt days ſcoffers, 
walking after their own lufts, and Jayt ns, 
Where is the. pramiſe of his coming ? for 
fince the fathers fell aſleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation. Which is as if they ſhould ſay, 
We ſee no likelihood of the coming of the 


I Judge, nor of the awful judgment or 
3 dreadful doom that ſhall | befal, ungodly 
; 1 Rom. ii. 4+ fo 2 Pet, iii. 3. "4a 


perſons, 
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14 The Doctrine of We! d from 


perſons, which have been” talked of; this 


is all dream and enthuſiaſm, and therefor 

we'll rake our own pleaſure, and walk after 
our own luſts. Thus, becaufe ſentence as 
gainft an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, 


therefore the-beart of the Jons of men 1s fully 


et in them to do evil *, Now muſt it be 


faid that God is not merciful, patient, 


long-ſuffering and forbearing, or that he 


ought not to be fo, becauſe finners make 
fuch an ill improvement of theſe things? 
How are the common mercies of life, and 
the moſt kind inſtances of divine providence 
abuſed, by the worſt of men! Yea, even 
eſhurun himſelf,” when he waxed fat, he 
kicked, then he forſook God which made him, 
and lightly efteemed the rock of his ſalvation v. 
But muſt we deny the providences of God, 
and reject the inſtances of his goodneſs, be- 
cauſe of the ill uſe that is made of them, 
through the wretched depravity of human 
nature? Nor ſhould we diſcard the do- 
ctr ine of grace on ſuch an account: At this 
rate, the beſt of things, the plaineſt facts, 


and cleareſt truths, mult be denied and re- 


jected. 

Once more: It will be owned, chat there 
hive always been ſome bad men in the beſt 
of ſocieties. There was a Judas among 
Chriſt's diſciples; there has always been 


* Eecl ulli. 11. Deut. xxxii. 15. 
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fooliſh virgins among the wiſe, until the 


tbe Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 15 
chaff upon his floor, and will until the 
winnowing time comes, and tares among 
the wheat, wol ves in ſheeps cloathing, and 


bridegroom appears. But then the faults 
and: blemiſhes of ſome are not to be im- 
puted to the whole body, nor theſe to prin- 
ciples held and profeſſed; ' If this muſt be 
admitted the meaſure and rule of judgment, 
no church or congregation, no ſociety or 
ſet of men whatever, have been, or can be 
free from the vileſt imputations. But are 
the generality of thoſe who are called Cat- 
vi niſts, or Antinomi ans, men of bad cha- 
racters? Or are there inore immoral per- 
ſons among them, than on the other ſide 
of the queſtion? Let them look at home, 
we are ready to compare notes and num- 
bers with them; we are obliged in defence 
of our ſelves, ſince our principles are char- 
ged, to uſe ſome ſort of boaſting, and ſay 
in like manner as Samuel did, Here we 
are, witneſi againſt us, before the Lord, and 
before his anbinted: M boſè o or aß have 
ave taken? Whom have we defruuded, or 
oppreſſed? This is worthy of notice, that 
the doctrine of grace never had àa run among 
rakes and debauchees; whereas tis well 
known the oppoſite to it has been, and is 


embraced by fuch, Strange! if the do- 


ctrines 
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16 The Dodirine of Grace clear d from 
Reines: of free grace are of ſuch a malig- 


nant nature and influence, have ſuch a ten- 
dency td lieestiouſueſe and give fo much 


give in to all the abſurd and ' wrete 
jchemes of | infidelity and atheiſm, 

to keep their luſts; but, inſtead of this; 
none — a greater hatred to them: And 
indeed, theſe are as forward as any to be 
our accufers; though tlie charge comes 
with am ill grace from ſuch who are aban- 
doned to the worſt of crimes, and are a- 
vowed enemies to holineſs of life. One 
thing more I would obſerve, and that is, 
That when any who have embraced and 
profeſſed the doctr ine of grace fall into any 
open and ſcandalous fin; there's immedi- 
ately a great clamour and uproar about it; 
whereas when it is the caſe, as it frequent- 


them; When it's plain they are bee 


ly is, on the oppoſite ſide, little or no no- 


tice is taken of it. What ſhould be the 
reaſon of this? Becauſe the caſe ĩs com- 
mon on one ſide, and comparatively rare, 
and but ſeldom heard of on the other: 
80 that the noiſe that! is made, and the 
notice that is taken, do but indeed make 
to our Credit and reputation in general. 
But ſuppoſing the inſtances of immorality 
were more than they are, and whenever 

ä they 


eneouragement to fin as is ſaid, that ſack 
per ſons thould not greedily catch at them 
and embrace them, at leaſt make ttial of 


788756 


the Chatge of | Licentiouſnelſs, {BY 
they happen, are matter of lamentation; 
yet, 2 1 N 


IV. I aver, that the doctrine of grace 
it ſelf is pure and innocent, and not to be 
charged with the faults and blemiſhes of 
any of the profeſſors of it; nor does it give 
any encouragement to ſin, but is all the 
reverſe: And this will be made to appear, 
by conſidering the ſeveral particular do- 
ctrines contained in it. As, WE 
1. The doctrine of the eternal, perſonal 
election of ſome of mankind unto everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation. Good works indeed are not 
the cauſes of God's act of election, For the 
children being not yet born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of 
God according to election might fland, not of 
works, but of him that calleth, it was ſaid 
unto her, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; 
as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but 
Eſau have I hated *: Nothing that is tem- 
poral can be the cauſe of that which is 
eternal; nor the will of man, nor any 
thing done by it, be the cauſe of the will 
of God; but yet good works are what God 
has fore-ordai ned, that his choſen people 
ſhould walk in them*, Holineſs is a means 
that is fixed in election, and an end that is 
lecured by it; all thoſe who from the be- 


2 Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13. > Eph. ii. 10. 
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18 | T he Doctrine of Graceclear'd from 


ginning, from everlaſting, are choſen unto 


falvation by Chriſt, are choſen to it zhrough 


ſanctification of the $ pirit, and belief of the 


trath<; all that are elect according to the 


foreknowledge of God the Father, are fo 


through ſanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of 
Feſus*: Which ſanctification is as infal- 
libly ſecured, as ſalvation it ſelf; for tho' 
men are not choſen, becauſe chey were, 
yet they are that they ſhould be holy, and in 
conſequence of electing grace become ſo 
through the ſanctifying influences of che 
Spirit of God. Election is the ſource and 
ſpring of all true and real holineſs: There 
would not have been ſuch a thing as ho- 


lineſs in the world, ſince the fall of Adam, 


had it not been for electing grace; Except 
the Lord had left a feed, and reſerved a 
remnant for himſelf, according to the election 
of grace, the world had been as Sodom and 
as Gomorrah: And ſo it is, where there are 
no inſtances of this grace. Strange then, 
that this innocent doctrine, ſo friendly to 

holineſs and good works, ſhould be thought 
to open a door to licentiouſneſs! Beſides, 
holineſs of heart and life is an evidence of 
election; the internal grace of ſanctification 
is an evidence, being a fruit of it to the 
perſon himſelf: Knowing brethren, ſays 


© 2 Thell. ii. 13. er. 4; 2. 
| the 


* 
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the Apoſtle, © your election of Gd; for our 
goſpel came not unto: you in word only, hut 
alſo in power, and in the Holy Gboſt, and 
in much aſſurance. External holinefs, or 
that which appears in the outward conver» 
ſation, is the evidence of election to others. 
Hence that advice is given to the ſaints, to 
give diligence to make their calling and 
election ſure ; that is, by good works, ag 
in ſome copies tis read, and as the ſenſe 
requires, fince both calling and election 
are to be made ſure by ſome third thing. 
Not that they can be made ſurer in them- 
ſelves, or to the believer; than they are; 
but a more ſure and certain evidence may 
be given of them to others, Nor does any. 
thing, nor can any thing more powerfully 
engage men to holineſs and good works, 
and to honour and glority God that way, 
than the conſideration of this, that they 
are a choſen generation, a royal prieſtboad, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people, that they 
ſhould ſbeu forth the praiſes of bim who bath 
called them out of darkneſs into bis marvel- 
lous light *. | | 

2. The doctrine of the abſoluteneſs and 
unconditionality of the covenant of grace, 
is far from being a licentious one. Tis 
true indeed, that the good works of men 


C'Y don't 
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1, 9. 


— 


bs * of = — % a> — * 8 
n 


— — 


. Ty YEE ont RG IRS PEE TC 
3 — TO —— . .. 


— —— 
: * 


* FI _ — — 
——— 
: T - = 


—s — 7 — — — — 7 
. IT ER ee I 4 
5 Oo 9 rr 


* 


— —̃ — 
. 
8 : 


_ — — . I — — — 
ASA fon 6 wrath 


_-- ——— ——S¼ 
3 
=> —— 


——ů— 


3 
— . — 


[0 the re ͤ — ˙· —˙A OE GY 2 Is nr 


: - 4 
; * 2222 4 R og 


— 
0 — 1 2 
4 * — 23 "%p — 4 * p B Pot. MG, v5 
* — 2 . 
— 00 atk ra 5... Cr = AS ct LC8 


20 The Dodrineof Grace clear d from 


don't put them into this covenant, nor their 
evil works, their tranſgreſſions and fins, 
turn them out of it, who are in it; yet 
this does not ſuppoſe that God overlooks 
and connives at the ſins of his people, ſince 
it is expreſly ſaid, and is a part of this 
covenant, I, his children forſake my law, 
and walk not in my judgments ; if they break 
my ſtatutes, and keep not my commandments, 
then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the 
rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes: Never- 
thelefs, my loving-kindneſs will I not utterly 
take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to 


fail; my covenant will I not break, nor alter 


the thing that is gone out of my lips >. „. Be- 
fides, nothing more fully provides both for 
internal and external holineſs, than the 
covenant of grace; and that by the moſt 
abſolute and unconditional promiſes: It 
provides for internal holineſs, by ſuch pro- 
miſes as theſe ; I vill ſprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye ſhall be clean from all your 


filthineſs, and from all your idols will I 


cleanſe you: A new heart alſo will J give 


you, and a new ſpirit will I put within jou; 
and I will take away the ſtony beart out of 
your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of 
eſp '. And in another place, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it 


* Pfal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. i Ezek. xxxvi. 


29, 6. « Jer. xxxi. 33. 


771 


. the Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 21 
in their hearts. It provides for (external 
holineft, and that in the moſt effectual 
manner; ſince God in it promiſes, ſay ing, 
I vill put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe 
you to wall in ny ſtatutes; and ye ſhall 
keep my judgments, and do them. : Nor is 
there any thing under the influence of di- 


vine grace that ſo powerfully operates upon; 


and ſtirs up the defires of the ſaints, their 
care, diligence, and induſtry, to diſcharge 
their duty, than the abſolute and uncon- 
ditional promiſes of grace; ſuch as theſe: 
As God bath ſaid, I will dwell in them, 2 
walk in them; and I will be their God, an 


they ſhall be ny people. And I will be a 


father unto you, and ye ſball be my ſons and 
daughters, faith the Lord God Almighty. 
” Wherefore, ſays the Apoſtle, having theſe 
promiſes, dearly beloved, let us cleanſe our 
felves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, perfetting holineſs in the fear of God. 
Add to all this, that God in the covenant of 
grace provides in an abſolute and uncondi- 
tional way for the ſaints final perſeverance 
in faith and holineſs, ſaying, * { will put my 
fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not des 
part from me. 7.30 340 
3. The doctrine. of particular redemp- 
tion by Chriſt, is free from any imputation 


| Ezek. xxxvi. 27, m 2 Cor. vi. 16, 18. and vii. t. 


of 


a Jer. xxxii. 4% 


y „r 2 * W x . 8 * 
P 


28 


»> #4 Lon 


1 


III EEE ae EA 


EI DL 


—— 


— 


* 5 


REID 9 — 2 


— — 
A. 


— 2 — * 
_ 


_— — > SE my ”. l — — . 
. FO 5 3 
* 


SF AS < — * 2 : 


mz MOI. culo dͤ—⅛́»—9l 
22. Y 


i 
$* 

1 

ö. * 

N 

an? 


22 The Doctrine of Grace clear d from 
of libertiniſm, It is indeed a redemption 
from the bondage, curſe, and condemna- 
tion of the law, but does not exempt from 
obedience to it, as it is in the hands of 
Chriſt ; for ſaints are ſtill under the law to 
Chriſt ®; nor do any more delight in the 
law of God after the inward man, or more 
chearfully ſerve it with their mind, than 
choſe who'are 'moſt ſenfible that they are 
become dead unto it, and delivered from ir 
by the body of Chriſt. Redemption is a 
deliverance from fin, from all fin, ori- 
inal and actual; and that not only from 
the guilt of ſin, and the puniſhment due 
unto it; but in conſequence of redeeming 
grace, the redeemed ones are delivered 
from the dominion and governing power 
of ſin, and at laſt from the being of it; 
Chriſt ſaves his people from their ſins, he 
does not indulge them in them; the de- 
liverer that comes out of Zion, turns away 
ungodlineſs from Jacob. Strange! that 
a redemption from a vain converſation 
ſhould ever be an encouragement to one; 


or that a perſon's being ranſomed out of 


the hands of Satan, and taken as a prey 
out of the hands of the mighty, ſhould be 
an argument with him to give up himſelf 
ro him and his ſervice, or can be thoughe 
to have any tendency to engage him in a 


9 1 Cor, ix. 21. 


2 


ſtate 


the Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 23 
ſtate of bondage to him, to be led as a 
captive by him at his will. Beſides, the 
great end of Chriſt's giving himſelf for 
any of the ſons of men, is, hat be might 
redeem them from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works ®, Nor does any thing lay ſuch 

an obligation upon men to glorify God with 
their body and ſpirit, than the conſidera- 
tion of this, that they are act their own, 
but are bought with a 0 , even with 
the precious blood of Chriſt; nor can any 
thing like the love of Chriſt, the redeem- 
ing love of Chriſt, conſtrain men to obe- 
dience, ro live not unto themſelves, but 
unto him which died for them, and roſe 
again. 

4. The doctrine of Chriſt's bearing our 
ſins, and making ſatisfaction for them to 
the juſtice of God, is another pure and 
holy doctrine: For though Chriſt has bore 
all the fins of his people, all the guilt and 
filth of them, and all the puniſhment due 
unto them; has taken all away, for his 
blood cleanſeth from all fin, it removes all 
that is in fin, and belongs to it, yet this 
gives no encouragement to fin; for one 
end of Chrift's bearing our fins in his own 
body on the tree, was, that we being dead 


to fin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs *. 


Tit. ii. 14. 4 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. r 2 Cor. v. 
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24. The Doctrine of Grace clear'd from 


5. The doctrine of juſtification by the 
imputed. righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is a do- 
ctrine according to godlineſs, however it 
may be traduced as a licentious one: It 
neither makes void the law, nor diſcou- 
rages the performance of good works, nor 


encourages in fin; it does not annul, or 


make the law uſeleſs: Do we, ſays the 
Apoſtle, .*, make void the law through faith; 
i. e. by the doctrine of juſtification through 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, received by 
faith? God forbid. Yea, we eſtabliſh the 
law ; ſince we aſſert that men are juſtified 


by a perfect righteouſneſs, which is every 


way agreeable to the demands of the law, 
and by which that is magnified and made 
honourable. Nor does it at all diſcoun- 
renance the diſcharge of duty, bur is the 
greateſt motive and inducement to it. Thus 
the Apoſtle, having obſerved that we are 
not ſaved by works of righteouſneſs done 
by us, that we are juſtified by che grace of 
Chriſt, and are made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life, adds, Thzs zs a faith- 
ful ſaying ; and. theſe things, that is, theſe 
doctrines, I will that thou aftrm conſtantly; 
that thou aſſert them without any doubt or 
heſitation about them, and that thou dwell 
upon them in thy miniſtry, and frequently 
inculcate them; hat, ua, to this end and 


© Rom. iii. 31. F Tit, wi. 8. | 
| purpoſe, 


the Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 25 


purpoſe, they which have believed in God, 
might. be careful ta maintain good works, 
Nothing like theſe. doctrines will induce. 
them thereunto. Nor does this doctrine 


give any countenance to ſinful practices; 


for thaugh God juſtifies the ungodly, yet 

he does not indulge them in ungodlineſs. 

Writs righteouſneſs juſtifies from all ſin, 
u 


t daes not juſtify perſons in a continu- 
ance in fin, Beſides, faith which receives 
this S ing from the Lord, and righteouſneſs 
from the God of ſalvation v, which is the 
reaſon why men are ſaid to be juſtified by 
it, works by love *; is an operative grace, 
1s attended with the fruits of righteouſneſs, 
is evidenced by good works, made perfect 
by them, and is without them dead. Yet 
ſome will ſay, the doctrine of juſtification 
by faith is no licentious doctrine, but the 
doctrines of eternal juſtification and eternal 


union are. This comes from another 


quarter, from a ſet % men who ſhould 
know better. What diabolical charm, what 


ſatanic influence can there poſſibly be in 


a date? If juſtification by the imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, without the 
works of the creature, has no bad influence 
upon the life and converſation, the moving 
of the date of it higher than where it has 


„Pal. xxiv. 5. * Gal. v. 6, 
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26 T he Doctrine of Grace clear d from 
been commonly put, can never be attended 
with any bad conſequence that way; nor 
can any conſequences ariſe from it, but 
what muſt alſo unavoidably follow upon 
eternal election: And as for eternal union 
with Chriſt, it is the foundation of all the 
good things Chriſt has done for his people, 
of all the good things the Spirit works in 
them, and of all the good works which are 
done by them, and therefore can never 
give birth and countenance to evil pra- 
ctices. 
6. The doctrine of God's ſeeing no ſin 
in his people, is ſpoken againſt as an im- 
moral one, and giving liberty to ſin; but 
is pure, holy, and innocent: For this do- 
ctrine does not ſuppoſe ſin not to be ſin, or 
that there is none in God's people, or that 
that is not ſin which is done amiſs by them, 
or that God does not in any ſenſe take no- 
tice of their tranſgreſſions. Though they 
are, as conſidered gn Chriſt, holy and un- 
blameable, and unreproveable in his fight ' ; 
yet, as conſidered in themſelves, they have 
and do many things which are faulty and 
blame-worthy. Though God ſees no fin 
in them, with reſpect to the article of ju- 
ſtification, yet he ſees all their fins, with 
reſpect to the article of his omniſcience; 


Y Col. i. 22, 


Or 


the Charge of Lacentiouſneſs, 27 
or though he ſees them not with his aveng- 
ing eye of juſtice, yet he ſees them all with 
his eye of omniſcience, Again: Though 
he ſees no fin in them, to condemn them, 
yet he takes notice of their iniquities and 
tranſgreſſions, ſo as to rebuke and chaſtize 
them in a fatherly way on the account of 
them. There is indeed no condemnation to 
them that are in Chriſt Feſus; but then 
theſe are deſcribed as ſuch who wall not 
after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit *. God 
has nothing againſt his people, as they are 
juſtified by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
waſhed. in his blood; but he has many 
things againſt them, which he takes notice 
of in a providential way, for their good, 
and his glory: Nevertheleſs, ſays Chriſt * to 
the church at Epheſus, I have ſomewhat 
againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 
love. Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt works ; 
or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candleſtick out of his place, 
except thou repent, This is the true ſtats 
of this doctrine: Let any one judge, whe- 
ther, in this view of it, it can be though 
to be a licentious one. 


> Rom. viii. 1. 2 Rev. ii. 4, 5. 
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28 The Dodrme of Grace clear d from 
7. The doctrine of efficacious grace in 
converſion,” or of effectual vocation by the 
powerful and inſuperable grace of God, 
can ſurely never be reckoned to have any 
tendency to lead perſons into a vicious 
courſe of living; ſince they that are called 
by it, are called with an holy calling, and 
unto bolineſs : They have new principles of 
grace and holineſs implanted. in them; 
they are formed anew for God, are made 
new creatures, new men; and have put on 
the new man, which after God is created in, 
or unto, righteouſneſs and true holineſs * : 
They are created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
works; and are put into the beſt capacity 
of performing them, from the beſt prin- 
ciples, with the beſt views, and to the beſt 
nes | n 
8. The doctrine of the ſaints final per- 
ſeverance can never be chargeable with 
encouraging immorality; unleſs continu- 
ance in faith and holineſs is an immorality; 
or that it can be thought, that the way to 
perſevere in holineſs, is to abound in ſin. 
Nor does this doctrine make the uſe of 
means, or exhortations to diligence, care 
and watchfulneſs, unneceſſary. The Apo- 
ſtle Peter, though he aſſerts that thoſe who 
are elect according to the fore- knowledge 


i : 5 b Eph. iv. 24. 
'' 4 


the Charge of Licentionſneſs. 2g 
of God, and are begotten, again according 
to his abundant merey, are tept by tb 
power of God through faith unto ſalvation , 


yet exhorts © theſe {ame perſons to gird up 


to the end, to be holy in all manner of con. 
verſation, and to paſs the time of their ſo- 
journing here in fear; and makes uſe of 
their ſure and certain redemption by the 
precious blood of Chriſt, from a vain con- 
verſation, to move and engage them to 2 
regard to theſe things. And indeed, tho 
there is no danger of true believers falling, 


ſo as to be loſt; and periſn; yet inaſmuch 


as through the weakneſs of the fleſh, the 
temptations of Satan, and the ſnares of this 
world, they may ſo fall, as to diſhonour 
the name of God, wound their own ſouls, 
and ſtumble others, there is good reaſon 
why be that thinks be ſtands, ſhould take 
beed left he fall *. Tis, indeed, in the way 
and uſe of means, that the Spirit of God 
leads on the ſaints in faith and holineſs to 
the end. 


Thus we have ſeen that the ſeveral pe- 
culiar doctrines of grace are pure and in- 
nocent, having no manner of tendency to 


01 Pet. i. 5. Ver. 13, 15, 17. © xz Cor. 
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30 The Doctrine of Grace clear d from 

Hoentiouſneſs; but the genuine nature and 
defign of them are, to promote holineſs of 
life and converſation. We might eaſily 
xecriminate; by ſnewing that the charge of 
licentiouſneſs may be brought with much 
more truth and juſtice againſt the oppoſite 
doctrines: As for inſtance; If Chriſt has 


redeemed” all mankind, every individual 


of human nature, then may a profane 
ſinner ſay, I am redeemed by the blood of 


Chriſt, and ſhall undoubtedly be ſaved, let 


me live as I will; for Chriſt could not die, 
or his blood be ſhed; in vain, Should it be 
ſaid, that though it is aſſerted that Chriſt 
died for all men, yet none can receive any 
benefit by his death, but ſuch as believe, 


and repent of their ſins: Be it ſo; ſince it 


is affirmed that man has a power to believe 
and repent when he pleaſes; the profane 


inner may go on to ſay; Seeing this is my 


caſe, I am endued with a free will, I can 
believe and repent at pleaſure, I'll take my 


fill of fin, and at a convenient time I'll 


reform, repent and believe, and doubt not 
but all will be well with me. So the do- 
ctrine of the ſaints apoſtacy may be im- 
proved by wicked men, to encourage them 
to continue in ſinful courſes, and to 
procraſtinate all concerns as yet about a 
future ſtate: For may the ſinner ſay, if 
this is the caſe, that a man may be truly 
0 FS 2 Con- 


the Charge of Licentiouſneſs. 3 
converted, be a true believer, and peni- 
tent, and a real child of God, and yet ſo 
fall and apoſtatize, as to be in the ſame 
ſtate he was before, may amend, and 
fall away again, and in this way go on to 
the end, ſo that it is very uncertain and 
precarious in what ſtate he'll die; then 
I may, for the preſent at leaſt, indulge 
my ſelf in finful pleaſures; for certainly 
it will be acting the wiſer and more ra- 
tional part, for me to amend, repent, and 
put my ſelf into a good ſtate, ſince theſe 
are in my power, toward the cloſe of my 
days, when it may be more rationally con- 
cluded I ſhall continue therein, and ſo die 
in a happy ſituation. Thus, I. ſay, we 
might eafily recriminate; but I chuſe not 
to load principles with conſequences which 
are denied; nor ſhould our opponents 
charge ours as they do, when we declare 
our abhorrence of every thing of this na- 
ture. 


To conclude: Let us, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe imputations, value and eſteem 
the doctrine of grace, and not entertain 
the leſs opinion of it on this account. 
Let us ſtand faſt in it, abide by it, and 
earneſtly contend for it. Let us endea- 
vour, by the aſſiſtance of the grace of God, 
to have our converſations as become the 

2 goſpel; 
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goſpel; to adoen the doctrine of Chriſt in 

all things; to hold the myſtery of the 

faich in a pure conſcience; and ſo to live, 

as to put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh 

men, and ſuch to the bluſh, who falſly ac- 

cuſe the doctrine of grace, and our gon 
verſation in Ohriſt. 
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5 HE Birmingham Dialogue- Writer I 
© ly lately anſwered, has thought fit to 
5 publiſh ſome paragraphs i in the Sz. 

=\ FS James's Evening-Poſt, of Dec. 31. 
— laſt; in which, amidſt the ſtupidity 
and nonſenſe of them, I'm juſt able to 6 55 
ſome complaints againſt me, of abuſing and be- 
lying him. He kepreſents me as guilty of falſe 
accuſations, and which, in his great charity, he 
thinks may be fairly called Hing ones; for ſo 

I judge the phraſe, dying accuſatians ſhould have 
been printed. His in complaint is, that I have 
charged him with plagiariſm, or ftealing what 
he has written in the dialogue on the article of 
election, with other things, out of Dr. 7721itby 
on the Five Points. I own I have charged him 
with it, and that from a firm and real belief, 

which I {till retain, of his being culpable and 
not with any wicked deſign, as he ſays, to abuſe 
him, or impoſe upon my readers; and in proof 
of it, have referred to Book, Chapter, and Pages: 
And if this man is ſo very innocent as he would 
be thought, one would think he would have ap- 
pealed to the places referr'd to, and have been 
contented to have this matter determined by the 
E impar- 
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34 POSTSCRIPT. 

impartial reader; but of this he takes no notice. 
Whoever has read Dr. Whitby on the Five Points, 
muft know that he chiefly harangues (for the 
Doctor more frequently harangues than argues; 
and this writer is miſtaken, if he thinks that I 
compliment either him or his Doctor with beau- 
tiful and maſterly ſtrokes) I ſay, that he chiefly 
harangues upon the inſincerity, injuſtice, and un- 
mercifulneſs, with which God, as he ſuppoſes, muſt 
be charged, according to our doctrine, the un- 
comfortableneſs of it to men, and offers of grace 
made upon impoſſible conditions; which are the 
very things this author's harangue 1s filled up with. 
That this writer has 4orrowed (not to ſay ſtolen, 
if that word is reckoned too harſh and ſevere) 
not only the reaſonings, but even the very words 
of Dr. Whitby, will appear by ſeveral paſſages 
taken our of each of them, and placed in diſtinct 


columns, as follow. 


Dr. WH1TBy. The Dialogue- Writer. 
And does he think Are not the reſt, for 
worthily of God, who whom he ordained no 


knowing that all the 
lapſed ſons of Adam 
were equally the objects 
of his pity and commi- 
ſeration, equally capable 
of his mercy, and equally 
his off-ſpring, and ſo no 
more unworthy of it than 
the ret, believes - that 
he determines of the ever- 
laſting fate of the ſouls 
he daily doth create after 
| the 


help, equally his off- 


ſpring, his creatures and 


children? Dial. p. 17. 
When he (God) could 
eaſily and honourably 
help the infinite race of 
his fallen HFſpring, de- 
creed help only for a 
very few; and that with- 
out any reaſon at all on 
his childrens part, thoſe 
being previouſly no bet- 
ter 
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the fall of Adam, with- 
out reſpect to any good 
or evil done by them, 
and ſo without reſpect to 
any reaſon why he puts 
this difference, or any 
condition on their parts. 
Diſcourſe, &c. p. 29. 
Ed. ii. 28. 

Could he (God) hope 
to manifeſt the equity of 
his ways, by ſaying all 
ſouls are mine, if he was 
not only like the oſtrich, 
to the greateſt part of 
them, hardning himſelf 
againſt his own off- 
ſpring, made after his 
own 1mage, as if they 
were none of his ; but 
even making the moſt 
of them, after the fall 
of Adam, under the pre- 
vious act of preterition, 
which rendred their 
damnation unavoidable, 
Ibid. p. 32. 

— And then he (God) 
eternally torments them 
(his »ff-ſpring ) tor neg- 
letting that ſalvation, 
though he knows they 
never can do otherwiſe, 

With- 


The Dialogue-Writer. 


ter than the reſt, who 
are left to periſh under 
his unpitying eye. 191d. 
S 


Can a wiſe and good 


child take any comfort 


from a thought which 
would repreſent his fa- 
ther as a partial tyrant, 
relentleſy cruel to the 


greateſt part of his off- 


ſpring * Can any wiſe 


and good man comfort 
himſelf in a doctrine 
which paints God in fo 
unlovely and horrid an 
image, and which leaves 
millions of God's crea- 


tures in helpleſs miſery 


for ever? Ibid. p. 23. 


Upon your principles 
God torments his wn 
creatures and children, 
millions of years and 
ages, for what they 
could not help. Ib. p. 20. 

E 2 Thus 
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without that grace which 
he hath abſolutely pur- 
poſed for ever to deny to, 
or withhold from them. 
Ibid. 7. 29. 

To repreſent God as 
promiſing ſalvation to 
the greateſt part of man- 
kind, only upon an im- 
poſſible condition, is to 
repreſent him as a de- 
luder, and one that puts 
a cheat upon them, and 
acting with them ſo as 
no good, wiſe, or ho- 
neſt man did, or would 
act towards his fellow 
man. 161d. p. 143, 146. 
Ed. ii. 142. 

Conſider, whether he 


repreſents God honour- 
«bly, who believes that 
— he hath impoſed a law 


upon them, which he 


requires them to obey, 


on penalty of his eternal 
diſpleaſure; though he 
knows they cannot do it 
without his irreſiſtible 
grace, and yet is ab ſo- 
lutely reſolved to with- 
Hold this grace from them. 
Ibid. p. 30. 

It 


The Dilogue-Writer. 


. Thus you make God 
the greateſt of all cheats, 
when he offers to ſinners 
a ſalvation never pur- 


chaſed for them, and 


which he has ab/olutely 
decreed. never to give 
them ; and when he of- 


fers it upon conditions 


they cannot comply with 
without irreſiſtiblegrace, 
and he has decreed never 
to give them that grace, 
Ibid. p. 22. | 


Will 


POSTSCRIPT. 37 


Dr. WIT B. 


If only he doth pro- 
miſe this recovery on 
ſuch a condition as the 
very fall hath rendred 
us unable to perform, 
and which he never will 
enable us to perform, 
muſt he not be guilty 
of hypocriſy and inſin- 
cerity, in propounding 
to us an impaſſible re- 
medy, and inſult only 
over the miſery of his 
creatures, whilſt he pre- 
tendeth kindneſs to them? 
for ſure moſt graci- 
ouſly to exhort, moſt 
affectionately to invite, 
moſt earneſtly by the 
greateſt promiſes and 


threats to move us to 


repent and believe, when 
he at the ſame time is 
firmly purpoſed to with- 
hold the means by which 
alone we can do either, 
is to inſult over his mi- 
ſerable creatures in the 


higheſt manner. bid. 


167, 168. 


The 


The Dialogue - Writer. 


Will it not excuſe a 
little warmth, to hear 
the good and bleſſed 
God repreſented not on- 
ly as the moſt cruel and 
unmerciful, but as the 
moſt deceitful and inſin- 
cere being, who though 
he has decreed no ſaving 
help for the greateſt part 
of his loſt children, yet 
pretends to offer them 
help; and alſo as a moſt 
unrighteous being, who 
threatens a ſeverer dam- 
nation, if they accept 
not his offers, which he 
knows they cannot ac- 
cept? Is not this a mock- 
ing his creatures, alrea- 
dy helpleſs, and an in- 
ſulting 'over their miſe- 
ries, inſtead of ſhewin 
them any mercy ? 1b:d. 
P. 19. 

To make them fine 
offers, on condition they 
will do what they have 
no ability to do, 1s delu- 


P. 171, 172. Ed. ii. fon and inſult. Ib. p.23. 


i 


Dr. WarTsBy. 

'The holy ſcripture 
hath not one Iota — that 
he (Adam) bore the per- 
fon of all mankind, more 
thaw ſhe (Eve) bore the 
perſon of all womankind, 
Ibid. p. 79. Ed. ii. 78. 


Were an irreſſtible 
power neceſſary to the 
converſion of a ſinner 
when 1t came upon him 
he could not chuſe, but 
be converted; and there- 
fore no man could be 
reaſonably blamed, that 
he lived ſo long in his 
impenitent or uncon- 
verted ſtate; and it 
would not be praiſe- 
worthy in any, that they 
were then converted. 
1b. p. 260, 261. Ed. ii. 
254. | 
Conſider, whether he 
conceives more truly and 
honourably of God — 
who looks upon him as 
one who dealeth with all 
men, not according to 


Dis, but their own works. 
Ibid. p. 30. E4.1.29. 
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I ſuppoſe the women 
loſt it (ability to repent, 
believe, and obey the 
goſpel) in Eve, and the 
men in Adam. Ib. p.24. 
This little piece of drol- 
lery, I ebſerve, Doctor 
Whitby has ſuggeſted to 
him. 

B. Our teachers all 
ſay, that no man can 
come to God, unleſs 
zrreſitible grace draw 
him. 

C. And then he can 
not help turning; then 


there can be no fault in 


not turning, and no vir- 
tue in turning to God 
Are men to be blamed 
for not having irreſiſti- 
ble grace? or commend- 
ed for not reſiſting al- 
mighty * Ibid. 
P- 853.5 

God wil reward men 
according to their 011 
works, not according to 


Bis. Ibid. p. 32. 
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I have referred in my Anſwer to ſome other 
paſſages in Dr. /hitby, which the reader may 
conſult and compare together; and could eaſily 
have produced more here, from whence not only 
things, but words and phraſes are taken ; but 
theſe may ſuffice. But, ſuppoſing I had been 
miſtaken, was there no other way to convict 
me of my miſtake, but to /ibel me in a News 
Paper? This is an inſtance of modern charity. 
This man ſays, that he has neither read, nor to 
his remembrance ſeen, Dr. Whitby's book on 
the Five Points, or any extract from it, for 
above theſe dozen years. I can't controul him : 
But, if ſo it is, he ſeems to have a very good 
memory. Or perhaps this may be the caſe, that 
he formed his ſcheme of principles upon the 
Doctor's plan, and according to his. method of 
reaſoning, and in his language; which he has fo 
long and ſo often uſed, till at length he concluded 
'twas his own. But after all, be it as it will, 
that I am or am not miſtaken in this point, hy 
ſhould the man decline the controverly upon 17? 
For if theſe reaſonings are his own, he ought to 
defend them, if he can; and it they are another 
man's, ſince he has adopted them as his own, 
he is equally obliged to it. His own friends will 
conſider this as a mere ſhift, and as ariſing from 
a conſciouſneſs of the weakneſs of his cauſe, and 
his inabllity to defend it. 


The other falſe accuſation he charges me with, 
is fixing upon him the omiſſion of a line, which 
he ſays was the fault only of he compoſitor of the 
. preſs : Whereas I fix upon him no omiſſion of 
2 4 
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a line; but after having taken notice of what is 
faid in the body of his work, I follow him to the 
table of the errors of the preſs, conſider the paſ- 
ſage as there corrected by him, and only ob- 
ſerye, that upon a review of his work when 
printed off, he ſaw and corrected it; for certain 
it is he did not ſee it in the proof, and reviſe, 
or it would not have been among the Er- 
rata. | 
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